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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PROJECT: GAINING GROUND 
 

Monthly Discussion Series Brings People Together to Build Resilience During Crisis 
 
July 16, 2020 —SANTA CRUZ, CA—The Santa Cruz Public Libraries (SCPL) continues its 
monthly discussion series intended to help build resiliency within our community. The next 
event in the series, Gaining Ground, takes place at 6 p.m. on Thursday July 30th via Zoom. 
Register here to participate: https://santacruzpl.libcal.com/event/6856867.  
 
In this event, all are invited to join Michael Watkins and Zach Friend for a discussion about 
the film Gaining Ground: Building Community on Dudley Street (2012; 59 min), available 
on Kanopy, the library’s online video streaming service. It is not necessary to watch the 
film beforehand but if you’d like to check it out, follow this link: 
https://santacruzpl.kanopy.com/video/gaining-ground-building-community-dudley-street.  
 
In the midst of the economic meltdown, Gaining Ground explores the innovative, 
grassroots organizing efforts of the Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI) in 
Boston. DSNI was created 25 years ago when the community had been devastated by 
bank redlining, arson-for-profit and illegal dumping, and has become one of the preeminent 
models for community-based change. Over the course of two years, we watch a new 
generation of leaders working to prevent foreclosures and bring jobs and opportunities for 
young people to one of the city's most diverse and economically challenged 
neighborhoods.  
 
According to Library Director Susan Nemitz, “Building resilience in our community is one of 
the most important things we can do.” Considering the stressors of Covid-19, climate 
change, and racial and social inequality, “Our libraries must bring people together to have 
open discussions about how to protect our most vulnerable populations and the community 
as a whole,” Nemitz continued. The series is free and all are invited. Come with questions 
and ideas to help us build a more resilient community. 
 
This event is brought to you by The Friends of Santa Cruz Public Libraries. 
 
Zach Friend serves as Second District Supervisor for Santa Cruz County, a position he’s 
held since 2012. Prior to his election to the Board, Zach worked for the White House 
Council of Economic Advisers, U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and for nearly 
a decade with the Santa Cruz Police Department as a press information officer and crime 
analyst. Additionally, Zach has served on Barack Obama’ presidential campaigns as a 
battleground press secretary. Prior to his election to the Board, Zach worked for the White 
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House Council of Economic Advisers, U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and for 
nearly a decade with the Santa Cruz Police Department as a press information officer and 
crime analyst.  
 
Michael Watkins is a founding member and currently serves as President of the California 
Association of African American Superintendents and Administrators, a group of 
educational leaders committed to addressing critical issues in education as they relate to 
African American students in CA. In 2006, Michael was the first African-American elected 
as Santa Cruz County Superintendent of Schools, a position he held for 12 years. 
 
ABOUT THE SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM:  
The Santa Cruz Public Libraries (SCPL) delivers information, education, enrichment and 
inspiration through a network of 10 neighborhood library branches, a web-based digital 
library, a Bookmobile and community-based programs. SCPL serves children, teens and 
adults with innovative programming, professional services and community facilities that 
spark imagination and support discovery. Residents can explore a wide range of interests 
from academic research, book clubs and literacy programs to digital photography, locally-
produced music and local history. Branch locations include Aptos, Boulder Creek, 
Branciforte, Capitola, Downtown Santa Cruz, Felton, Garfield Park, La Selva Beach, Live 
Oak and Scotts Valley. Learn more about SCPL at SantaCruzPL.org or via Facebook, 
Instagram, Pinterest, Twitter and YouTube. 
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