
Born a Crime  
Stories from a South African Childhood  

by Trevor Noah 

	
	

	

• Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid 
South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show 
began with a criminal act: his birth.  

• Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a 
black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union 
was punishable by five years in prison.  

• Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous 
young boy who grows into a restless young man 
as he struggles to find himself in a world where 
he was never supposed to exist.  

• The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, 
dramatic, and deeply affecting.  

• A moving and funny portrait of a boy … armed 
only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s 
unconventional, unconditional love. 

#1 New York Times Bestseller 

The compelling, inspiring, and comically sublime story of one man’s coming-of-
age, set during the twilight of apartheid … 
 
“By turns alarming, sad and funny, … provides a harrowing look, through the 
prism of Mr. Noah’s family, at life in South Africa under apartheid. Born a 
Crime is not just an unnerving account of growing up in South Africa under 
apartheid, but a love letter to the author’s remarkable mother.”—  Michiko 
Kakutani, The New York Times 

 


